
Ensure Educational Opportunity for Every Student, Every Zip Code
Re-Invest Deposits in the Revenue Reserve Fund to Address Learning Loss

Issue
The governor’s proposed budget deposits an additional $650 million in Virginia’s reserve fund, despite the 
unprecedented need for additional school funding at this time. Learning loss from the pandemic will most 
negatively impact students who already face the greatest barriers to learning, including Black and Latinx 
students. Extensive reporting during this time indicates that students learning English, with disabilities, who 
are homeless, and from American Indian and certain Asian ethnic backgrounds are also likely to experience 
significant learning loss. In economic terms, if  this pandemic-related learning loss continues, Virginia is 
likely to lose billions of  dollars in GDP over the coming decades from decreased productivity.(1) Intervening 
immediately to stem this loss is critical for equity and protecting Virginia’s long-term economic interests. 

Solution
There is growing consensus that intensive in-group tutoring during school and extended summer hours 
present the most promising option for remediation for pandemic related learning loss. (2) Low-end estimates 
from applying national remediation model costs on a per student basis in Virginia for the quintile of  
students that are most in need of  additional services equals around $500 million dollars.(3) During this 
period of  unprecedented need for our students, where so many inequities of  our education system have 
been laid bare, we have a responsibility to students to leave no funding on the table to address this new crisis 
in learning loss. 

Virginia should re-invest the proposed deposits in our reserve fund and go even further and 
draw down existing reserves to ameliorate some of the worst education inequities coming 
out of this pandemic. This reserve fund can be built up over the coming years, but delaying 
remediation efforts will have much harsher and longer-term consequences. 

Why This Matters
• The OECD, World Bank, McKinsey, and Brookings all estimate that the future cost to the US economy 

from student learning loss during the pandemic will be in the trillions of  dollars in lost work productivity 
and will hit underserved populations hardest. 

• Analysis found that, as of  fall 2020, students of  color in the US lost, on average, three to five months of  
learning in math, and white students lost around one to three. Projections of  learning loss over the rest 
of  the school year indicate growing gaps. 

• Intensive tutoring models are among the most effective interventions for remediation of  content, and 
can be scaled in an equitable way. 

 

1. The OECD, World Bank, McKinsey, and Brookings all have estimates on GDP loss.

2. The 74, IES and Chalkbeat put out round ups of  studies on the effectiveness of  intensive tutoring.

3. Applying cost estimates from Brown University and McKinsey studies.

https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-learning-loss-disparities-grow-and-students-need-help#
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https://ies.ed.gov/director/remarks/12-9-2020.asp
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