
Protect Local School Budgets, Allowing Safe Return to In-Person 
Learning & Remediation 
Retain No Loss Funding for Schools, as Proposed by the Governor 

Issue
Schools in Virginia are in the midst of  a crisis due to the COVID-19 emergency. The governor’s proposed 
budget protects schools from a loss in state funding due to a temporary decline in student enrollment during 
the pandemic. Because state funding for K-12 education is based partly on enrollment, without “no 
loss funding” Virginia schools would lose over $500 million at a time when schools are in need of  
more resources to provide a high-quality education to its children. These funds are vital to ensuring, at 
a minimum, our schools can cover ongoing operations costs.

Solution

We urge the General Assembly to protect school budgets and preserve the no loss funding as 
proposed in the Governor’s budget. New federal support will not be sufficient by itself  to meet school 
needs to safely reopen buildings this year and offer basic remediation services for lost learning time. Virginia 
must use all available resources – both federal and state funds – to ensure our children’s well-being in 
recovering from this pandemic.

Why This Matters
• Thankfully, Virginia is set to receive additional support for K-12 education through the new federal 

COVID relief  bill. However, these federal funds must be used to cover the immediate, 
emergency costs schools face as they aim to safely return to in-person learning and address 
lost instructional time.  Schools can’t afford to offer these new essential services and cover 
a steep drop off  from enrollment loss. Federal aid can be used to help recover learning, prepare 
school buildings for reopening, and upgrade projects to improve air quality. Research shows that safely 
returning to in-person learning for all Virginia students would cost at least $600 million in additional 
funding – making it essential to ensure schools can use the federal relief  funds to cover these costs. 

• Research further shows that students of  color are much more likely to be harmed by lost instructional 
time from the pandemic than white students. One study estimates remote learning in the spring set 
white students back by one to three months in math, while students of  color lost three to five months.  
Extensive reporting during this time indicates that students learning English, students with disabilities, 
and students who are homeless are also likely to experience significant barriers to learning as a result of  
the pandemic. Low-end estimates for remediation models in Virginia for the 20% of  students that are 
most in need of  additional services equals around $500 million dollars over the next year, and schools 
will need the new federal funding for these purposes. 

Lawmakers should preserve the No Loss funding included in the Governor’s 
proposed budget in order to support Virginia schools and set them on the path to 
more stable and safe operations this year.

https://thehalfsheet.org/post/623265839739797504/schools-face-huge-hurdles-in-reopening-safely
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/covid-19-and-learning-loss-disparities-grow-and-students-need-help#

